


THE REFORMER. 


Vou. I.] PHILADELPHIA, DEC. 1, 1822, [No. XXXVI. 


= 








Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and 
seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can finda man, if there be any that executeth 
judgment, that seeketh thetrathe .« . + « «¢ + «  Jeremiah,v.1. 
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BRIEF REMARKS, 
{ Concluded from page 245.] 

The subject which now comes under consideration, is 
the want of a true regard and endeavour for the welfare 
and happiness of others. That this is wanting among men, 
and even among professors of Christianity, in a very high 
degree at the present day, few will dispute: and it marks 
the low state of that true love and benevolence so parti- 
cularly enjoined by the gospel. But while men possess 
such a supreme love to themselves and their own inte- 
rest, it follows as a necessary consequence, that they will 
have but little regard to the welfare and interest of others. 
Every thing must be brought into subserviency to their 
own advantage and their own ends, otherwise no regard 
is felt to the object whatever. Nothing pleases them or 
commands their notice, unless it is likely to turn to their 
account. Hence their friendship is limited to their inte- 
rest; and whena person can no longer promote it, their 
friendship is withdrawn. When we cease to serve their 
purposes, they cease to be our friends. ‘True and disin- 
terested friendship, therefore, is now hardly to be found. 
Among members of the same religious community, and 
even among near relatives, it is feeble where it does ex- 
ist. 

The writer of this article was asked not long since, 
whether he had ever met with one that could be called a 
true, disinterested friend. On replying that he thought 
he had, it was observed to him: “ You have been more 
fortunate than 1 have.”? Relating the circumstance to an 
acquaintance, whose business lies among mercantile men, | 
he stated that he never expected the friendship of any, fur- 
ther than it promoted their interest. Now, however pro- 
per it may be for us not to expect the friendship of others, 
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further than it promotes their interest, if no other friend- 
ship exists in the world, the glory of the gospel is de- 
arted. Instances are to be found, even among the 
heathen, where they have offered to lay down their lives 
for each other—and the same disposition has been mani- 
fested in a Mahometan, as will appear from the following 
relation : 
«A conflagration having reduced to ashes one of the prin- 
cipal mosques of Cairo, the Mahometan priests imputed 
this calamity to the hatred of the Christians; and, witiiout 
examining if such an accusation was well founded or not, 
several young people ran to the quarter inhabited by 
them, and set fire to it by the way of reprisal. Such an 
outrage deserved the severest punishment: the governor 
caused the perpetrators to be apprehended ; but as the 
number was very great, he could not resolve to doom to 
death so many young persons, who were hurried into this 
excess more through passion than malice. He accordingly 
had as many lots thrown into an urn, as amounted to the 
number of culprits. Some few of these were marked 
death, and all the others condemned the drawers fo the 
eorrection only of rods. When they had ail drawn their 
lots out of the fatal urn, one of those destined to death, 
cried out in a transport of grief, ‘ I do not regret the loss 
of life; but how will my parents, overwhelmed with sor- 
row, and reduced to the greatest misery, be able to live 
without my assistance.’ One of those who had escaped 
death, replied to him that was lamenting his fate, * Friend, 
I have neither father nor mether; my life is of no use to 
any one; give me your lot and take mine.’ The sur- 
prising sacrifice excited the admiration of every one pre- 
sent, and the governor, who was soon informed of it, 
ardoned both the criminals.” 

When strangers go to the abodes of the savages of our 
wilderness, or get lost in their borders, what disinter- 
ested kindness and friendship do they often experience. 
The writer’s father, when a small boy, and living in a new 
settlement, missed his way and wandered in the woods 
until near the middle of the night. At length espying 
a light, he fondly hoped he was arriving at his home, but 
on coming to the place, he found it to be the abode of an 
Indian. Learning his situation, the Indian invited him 

to stay till morning, and told him he would then take him 
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to his parents. On representing to him that his parents 
must be in the greatest distress, and would cenclude he 
had been killed by wild beasts, and that he wanted to go 
home immediately, the Indian without any hesitation 
took him on his back, made his course direct over hills 
and rivulets in a dark night, and without any path, and 
never set him down till he reached the habitation of his 
anxious and almost distracted parents—a distance of five 
or six miles. 

Another instance of disinterested kindness amon 
those we denominate savages, will be seen in the follow- 
ing relation, received from the person who was the sub- 
ject of it. This man had nearly lost his sight by an 
explosion of gunpowder, at New-Orleans; and being no 
longer able to procure the necessaries of life, he was 
endeavouring to make his way to Philadelphia, where he 
expected assistance—when he missed his way in the wil- 
derness country, through which he had to pass. In this 
condition he wandered about for many days, without 
coming to any open place, or seeing the traces of any 
human being, until all expectation of obtaining relief was 
gone from him. Fatigued and weak through want of 
food, he retired to an eminence, and sat down, expect- 
ing to end his sufferings only by the termination of his 
existence. He had not sat long, before he heard a rust- 
ling in the bushes, and an Indian on a hunting excursion, 
followed .by a horse, approached him. Perceiving his 
situation, the Indian gave him such provisions as he had 
in his possession, set him on his horse, and carried him 
to his hut many miles distant. He kept him and fur- 
nished him with food for several days, till be had ina 
measure recovered his strength; when he again took him 
on his horse, and conducted him about twenty miles to 

a plain road—being unwilling to trust him short of that 
distance, with any directions he could give him, lest he 
should experience another similar accident. This was 
all done from the spontaneous kindness and benevolence 
of his own mind, without any prospect of recompense ; 
for the man had acquainted him that he had nothing to 
bestow; but the reward he received, was the conscious- 
ness of having rendered assistance to a fellow being. 

Nothing is so much insisted on in the New Testament, 
aa an evidence of our Christianity, as love to others and a 
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readiness to render each other assistance. And if, as the 
Apustie has said, the Gentiles, who have not the law. do 
by nature the things contained in the law, shall they not 
judge those, who, while they have the law, by trangressing 
it, dishonour God ? For, agreeably to the reasoning of the 
same Apostle, he is not a Christian who is one outwardly: 
but he is a Christian that is one inwardly, in the heart and 
spirit. Hence, unless we possess something of that dis- 
ew which is manifested in the foregoing cases, our 

hristianity is \ain; and the conduct of the heathen will 
bear witness against us. 

Friendship or love, when founded in selfishness, like 
that of most in the present day, will make no sacrifices— 
submit to no privations for the sake of others: and this is 
the only evidence of true friendship or true love. When 
this no longer exists among professing Christians, low and 
fallen indeed must be their state ; for the principal ingre- 
dient of Christianity is lost, and all their efforts to pro- 
mote it among others, will be of but little avail. What 
principles actuated believers in the primitive days of chris- 
tianity, History informs us: ‘ Many gave themselves 
unto bonds, that thereby they — free others from them. 
Others sold.themselves into bondage, that they might feed 
their brethren with the price of themselves.”? Southwell, 
speaking of this period, says: * Believers were willing to 
lay down their lives for each other ; and their conduct in 
that respect, made more converts than the preaching of 
the gospel.”” It is admitted, that in this day, it is hard 
to obtain or to retain this holy and heavenly principle ; 
for love tends to beget love—and a contrary disposition 
is calculated to destroy it where it does exist. For in- 
stance, let a person remove to a neighbourhood, where 
nothing but good will and kindness are manifested to 
him, and every one seeks to promote his happiness or 
render him some assistance—however selfish and hard- 
hearted he may naturally be, he will begin to feel love 
and kindness kindle in himself towards them ; and he will 
endeavour to render them benefits and favours in return. 
On the contrary, let a person who is kind and benevolent, 
come into a situation where they are all close and selfish, 
ungrateful) and unfeeling—where each one is endeavouring 
to get all he can out of him, and not the least inclined to 
help him or render him any assistance, and he will fee! 
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a decay in his love and benevolent intentions. He sees 
he must look out for himself and his own, or he will have 
nothing left to subsist on; and that the hand of relief » ould 
hardly be extended to him to prevent him from starvation. 
This iatter description is but too just a picture of the state 
of society at the present time. Hence the difficulty of 
obtaining or retaining that love and regard for others, en- 
joined upon all Christians. Notwithstanding, however, 
these disadvantages, we are required to act right our- 
selves, aud do nothing inconsistent with love to any one, 
should he even bean enemy. Such a principle must exist 
some where on the earth, among some people, else how 
can it ever be diffused or promoted among others. Care 
and watchfulness are indeed essentially necessary at the 
present time, to preserve any portion of it; but the obli- 
gation we are under to possess it, ought to convince us 
that it is possible. It is no reason that we should act 


wrong, because others do. The command of the apostle 
is: “Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with 
good.”” Without a compliance with this command, we 


shall bring guilt and condemnation on ourselves, and add 
to that stock of human depravity, which already so much 
abounds, and is still progres$ing with rapid strides in al- 
most every part of our land. A return to that true love 
and benevolence which once flowed in the bosoms of the 
faithful, would render this world comparatively a para- 
dise, and injustice, discord, and inhamanity would cease. 


Pa .~ 
HONESTY OF HEATHEN CHILDREN. 


A person who has visited the Missionary stations among 
the Indians, writes as follows: * All the Missionaries de- 
clare, that the children of their schools are more modest 
and affectionate, and are more easily managed, than iscom- 
mon in our schools. One of the teachers stated this fact: 
‘When any mischief is done in school through the inat- 
tention or carelessness of the boys, and I inquire who 
did it, I never knew the boys to say—‘I did’nt do it— 
I did’nt do it—Jobn did it.?” But one of the boys would 
rise up in one part of the house, and say modestly, ¢ Sir, 
I did it.? Another would rise in another part, and say, 
‘Sir, I helped him.’ And then tell all how it was done 
with as much sincerity, and honesty, and penitence, as 
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you could desire.” There is much of this kind of frankness 
among them.” 
Such is the statement given in one of our missionar 
publications. Hence, we suppose, it will not be disputed. 
What an example do these Indian children present to 
children in civilized countries, who, at an early age, be- 
come such adepts in concealing their offences or fixing 
them on others. Falsehood and deceit are indeed scarcely 
known among the Indians, until they learn these prac- 
tices from those who are termed civilized; and we very 
much fear, without much more care than has yet been 
exercised, that our endeavours to civilize the aborigines 
of this country, will result in making them worse, and 
introduce among them practices, to which they are now 
happily strangers. Defraud and cheating in their native 
state, are viewed as such heinous crimes, that they con- 
sider a man justly to have forfeited his life, who has been 
guilty of such conduct. The following relation will serve 
to shew the different light, in which white men and sava- 
ges view some of the very common practices in civilized 
countries. 
A young man from the land of steady habits, took a 
journey to the Indian settlements towards the state of 
Georgia, and continued among them most of the winter. 
He found the Indians kind and hospitable. Hehad with 
him a dog, which had neither been trained nor was in- 
elined to hunt or seek for game, and consequently was 
but a useless animal in that wilderness country. Meet- 
ing one day with an Indian some distance from the place 
where he was living, he saw him in possession of a new 
gun, which he wished to obtain. Knowing that the In- 
dians set a great value on a good hunting dog, he began 
to praise his dog—telling the Indian what an excellent 
dog he was for hunting game—and the great advantage 
he would be to any one in his situation. ‘The Indian, 
who had no hesitancy in believing all he told him to be 
true, very willingly exchanged his new gun for the dog; 
and took him home, expecting to do much better with his 
bow and arrow by the assistance of his dog, than he could 
only with his gun. He soon, however, found that he had 
been deceived and cheated, and he felt all the mortifica- 
tion and vexation of that people when first imposed upon, 
and determined on making the young man a sacrifice 
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‘to his vengeance. In the mean time, the New Eng- 
lander, unacquainted with the manner of the savages, 
and thinking it no more to cheat an Indian than a white 
man. was congratulating himself on the bargain he had 
made, and did not scruple to make known to his Indian 
acquai. tance, the manner in which he had got the advan- 
tage of the Indian, and what a good trade he had made. 
His Indian friends immediateiy perceived the danger he 
was in, and told him he could not be a moment too soon 
in making his escape, for as soon as the Indian ascer- 
tained that he had been imposed on, he would run ever 
hazard to take away his life, and that it would be out of 
their power to protect him. ‘The young man had his eyes 
now opened to a sense of his situation, and made his way 
with all possible expedition towards the white settlements. 
Soon after, the Indian made his appearance in search of 
the young man, and after some little inquiry, he got 
upon his track, and followed after with his dog, several 
hundred miles, until he came into parts thickly inhabited 
by white people. Seeing no prospect of coming up with 
him, he tied the dog to a tree, and whipped him to death 5 
and stated op his return, that had he overtaken the young 
man, he intended to have served him in the same manner. 

Thus we see in what a different point of light savages 
and civilized people view knavery and cheating. If there 
was the same zeal manifested in civilized countries against 
fraud and dishonesty, and summary justice was speedily 
executed on those who commit such practices, there would 
soon be fewer rogues and swindlers among us. 


ie 


For the Reformer. 


{The following communication, is perhaps as severe onthe clergy, 
as any which has appeared in this work. The writer is a member 
of a society whose ministers receive salaries; we shall, therefore, 
let him manage his subject in his own way. If his remarks be 
pointed, they will be found pretty correct. ] 


——— 


Messrs. Editors.—I see in reading the Acts of the 
Apostles, that St. Paul expressed much concern for the 
welfare of his Christian brethren—assuring them, that 
after his departing, grievous wolves should enter in among 


= 3 = 


them, not sparing the flock. Acts xx. 29. Now, 1 caunot 











ala FHE REFORMER, 


make out who these wolves are, unless they are those 
preachers who make merchandize of the seuls of man- 
kind ; and 1 am induced to believe, that the Apostle had 
an allusion to such men, because their resemblance to 
wolves, will hold good in so many particulars. The na- 
ture of the wolf is well known: to gratify a voracious ap- 
petite, he spares no animal of which he can make a prey. 
So with our clerical wolves ; they prow! through the land 
in search of the sheep-folds, where they may feed and 
enrich themselves. Can it indeed be supposed, that their 
object in general in obtaining a congregation, is so much 
to profit the people as to advantage themselves and satisfy 
their tove of money P The larger the flock the greater will 
be their hepe of gain; and whenever these wolves in 
sheeps’ clothing are on the look out for a situation, we may 
rest assured, they wi] settle down where they can get 
the most money ; for they are always more intent on be- 
nefitting themselves, than feedirg the flock. St. Paul 
could say: ‘ { have coveted no man’s silver or gold, or 
apparel: but who among these priests can adopt his lan- 
guage ? Or if they should, who would believe them, when 
they are so anxious for large salaries, and are always 
begging for money! The way to try these pretended 
shepherds, and discover the love they have for their flocks, 
would be to bring them down to a plain living—by taking 
away at least one half of their salaries. It would then 
be seen how little patience they would manifest. Soon 
they would be on the look out for a Call from some other 
quarter; and if they could get more money, they would 
leave their flocks to take care of themselves, and go where. 
they could obtain a better fleece. 

In the concerns of religion, there is much less occasion 
for a priest, than many are aware. After all the priest 
can say or do, every one must work eut his own salva- 
tion with fear and trembling, if he would inherit eternal 
life. Why then should poor mechanics and others de- 
prive their children of many of the comforts of life, and 
perhaps of a suitable education too, to aggrandize the 
children of high-minded priests; who will never respect 
the poor, after all they can do for them! It is unreasonable 
for hireling ministers to have their children maintained 
in pride and idleness, at the expense of their congrega- 
tions, when the children and parents of many of those 
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who compose their congregations, with all their industry 
and economy, can scarcely obtain the necessaries of life. 
The very little of this world’s good which many possess, 
might be much better applied in comfortably providing 
for their own, or ministering to the necessities of their 
poor neighbours, than to appropriate it towards making 
up a salary of two or three thousand dollars for some 
‘* Reverend” or * Divine.’”? Where do we find these men 
apprenticing their children to learn some mechanical busi- 
ness—or putting them to any laborious employment! 
They must all be lawyers, doctors, or ministers; or at 
least be of some very honourable and lucrative calling ; 
while the children of their congregations, for the most 
part, must get through life in some inferior station, or 
earn their bread by the sweat of their brow. 

Our modern ‘ divines” differ indeed so much from the 
Apostles and primitive teachers of Christianity, that I 
am at a loss to conceive, how they are able to keep up 
their reputation among the people as ministers of Christ, 
as well as they do! This difference will more fully ap- 
pear, by a few contrasts which here follow: 

In the first place, the Apostles put their dependance 
cn the power of God for the salvation of men, and the 
regeneration of the world ; but these men principally de- 
pend, it appears, on the power of money. Agreeably to 
what they tell us, the whole world might soon be con- 
verted, or Christianized, if a sufficiency of money could 
be raised to carry on the work. Secondly, the Apostles 
had the fullest faith in the spirit and wisdom of God, as 
sufficient to qualify and furnish them with ability for a 
discharge of the ministry; but these men consider 4 
finished education, and the wisdom of this world, (which 
is foolishness with God) a matter of the utmost conse- 
quence. They would have us to believe, that none are 
*‘ competent religious teachers,” unless they have had a 
college education. And Theological Seminaries, the people 
are told, are the source from whence streams are to flow 
“to make glad the city of God,” and save the peo le 
from barbarism, irreligion and eternal death. Thirc ly, 
the Apostles, when they removed from one place to ano- 
ther, were called by the Holy Ghost, and were under its 
guidance in their ministrations ; but the Call of these 
men to remove, is the offer of a larger sum of money, and 
46 
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they are influenced in their work by the wages they obtain. 
Fourthly, the Apostles neither sought nor received honour 


from men, but that honour which cometh from God only ; 


but these men are fond of titles: such as Rabbi, or chief 
Rabbi, being called Reverend, Right Reverend, D. D., 
&c. &c.; and they disregard the dishonour which is 
brought on the Christian religion by the use of such 
appellations. Fifthly, the Apostles prayed the people to 
be reconciled to God ; but these men are chiefly desirous 
to have the people reconciled to their schemes of raising 
money, and to give them large salaries. And should they 
succeed in reconciling the people to all their plans and 
designs, awful I fear will be our condition in this country, 
after the lapse of a few years. It is, indeed, high time for 
people to judge and act for themselves, or a period may 
arrive, when judging and acting for ourselves will subject 
us to something more than a sentence of excommunication 


or a rebuke. Titus. 
—— a 


METHODISTS IN ENGLAND. 


{We have met with a pamphlet lately published in England, en- 
titled ‘‘ Methodist Parsons Unmasked..”—By-way of Dialogue ; 
written by a person at Manchester. From the number of places 
where it is for sale, it appears to have been intended for general 
circulation. We shall make some extracts which will enable our 
readers to form an idea of the work, and see its application to 
things in this country. ] 

‘* The Legislature, it is true, does not empower your parsons to 
seize by force, upon any of your property, but they have imposed 
ano less arbitrary code of their own upon you; in the first place, 
they go about begging for money to builda chapel with ; which 
is no sooner done, thanthis building, erected partly by voluntary 
contribution, is claimed by the parsons, and instead of being a 
temple where the Gospel should be preached freely, ‘ without 
money, and without price,’ it is made an article of traffic ; an enor- 
mous seat-rent is demanded for the pews, and so keen are their 
reverences after these rents, that in one instance within my own 
knowledge, in one of their chapels, three pews were actually nail- 
ed up, to prevent any person from sitting in them, because there 
were no tenants for them ; talk of having the gospel preached 
without money, and without price ! I tell you neighbour, if it was 

not for your money, their reverences would leave you to settle all 
matters of conscience with your Maker, in propria persona, and in- 
stead of inveigling you to become one of their tenants, if you did not 
pay seat rents, theywould leave you to worship the Deity in the street, 
on a common, or in a turnip-field ; where you might ‘ walk. through 
nature up to nature’s God.’ Preaching is as much a money ma- 


. 
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king speculation as managing a theatre ; only, it is not half so 
honourable a profession, parsons have more meanness, and hypo- 
crisy, but seldom possess the honesty, or the talent, of a strolling 
player. The gospel marts are fitted up much in the same way as 
a theatre : the latter has its gallery, pit, and boxes, with gradations 
of prices to suit different customers ; so in your chapels, the front 
seats in the gallery, and the large square pews, lined with green 
baize and brass nails, about the pulpit, may be called the boxes, 
where sit the more wealthy or ostentatious part of the flock, who 
doubtless imagine, that in the same way in which they occupy the 
front seats, and surround the pulpit in the chapels, they shall sur- 
round the throne of the Omnipotent hereafter; while their poorer 
brethren, who sit upon the be ches behind the doors, if they get into 
heaven at all it will be as [ remember one of your leading preach- 
ers once said from the pulpit, of one of his flock then dead, but 
who, while living, had offended his reverence, that ‘ if he got into 
Heaven at all, it was only just behind the door.’ 

** The property possessed by Methodist parsons, in chapels, is 
immense, and the revenues derived from them, are truly amazing. 
Suppose, for instance, that Oldham-street chapel, in Manchester, 
contains fourteen hundred seats, which let for a yearly rental of 
400 pounds ;* suppose, that Grusvernor-street chapel, produces 400 
pounds; Bridgewater-street, 300 ; Brunswick-Terrace, 5wan-street, 
and Chancery-lane, 200 pounds, collectively, this will produce a 
total rental of /,1600 per annum, in Manchester alone, which is equal 
to the rental of an estate, of the value of 40,000 pounds at an inter-* 
est of 4 per cent. and there are very few estates at the present 
time, which pay four per cent ; so much for the renta/ of chapels 
built by begged money, where these impudent parsons tell us, 
the gospel is preached without money and without price! This 
is your first disbursement for gospel ;—when you have taken a seat, 
and paid for it before hand, (for your parsons give no credit) then, 
you must jointhe Society, and meet in class ; here the parsons 
catch you again—no sooner are you on the class-paper, than you 
have a penny a week to pay : supposing the Methodist Society in 
Manchester, to consist of five thousand members, and supposing 
that no member was to give more than a penny a week, (but num- 
bers pive sixpence and a shilling,) five thousand pennies, paid 
weekly, amount to 1,056 pounds 15 shillings and 4 pence a year. 
Besides these weekly pennies, every member hasa ticket, called a 
class-ticket, which is renewed quarterly ; and for which ticket he 
pays one shilling at the least but many pay two shillings and six- 
pence, some five shillings, or more ; but take them at one shilling 
each ; five thousand tickets, at one shilling per quarter, produee 
1000 pounds a year ;—there is your sacraments too, whichI be- 
lieve are administered once a month ; even here, in the most so- 
lemn of all Christian ceremonies, your parsons cannot keep their 
fangs out of your pockets ; such is their rapacity, that they conta- 
minate the memorials of the body, and blood of Christ, with ex- 





* A pound sterling is four dollars and forty four cents. 
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torting ‘filthy ucre’ for them : I should suppose that the six chapels 
in Manchester, in the collections made at the administration of the 
Sacrament, would, together, average a total of 20 pounds per 
month, or 240 pounds per annum. Besides the feast of the Lord’s 
Supper, you hold a Love-feast, I believe, once a quarter, and here 
again you have to pay ; suppose this to produce 15 pounds a quarter, 
that will be 60 pounds a year : besides these demands, there are, 1 
think, three annual collections exclusively for the parsons ; I mean 
the collections for the Preachers’ runp, the Missionary Society, and 
Kingswood School ; supposing the six chapels to produce on each 
of these occasions, collectively, 200 pounds, that would make 600 
pounds a year. These various sums, added together, amount to 
4556 pounds 13 shillings and 4 pence. 

“Thus we find the Methodist Parsons collect a revenue in Man- 
chester alone, of not less than from 4000 pounds to 5000 a year, 
for their own exclusive nse ; what they get as a body throughout 
England, Scotland, and Ireland, is immense ; I should suppose not 
less than two hundred thousand pounds a year; [888,888 dollars ;} 
yet, this sum is devoured by about 3,000 people—the parsons, 
their wives and children. Twenty-five pounds a year would be 
thought good wages for a farmer’s labourer ; yet, every Methodist 
Parson costs the public, one way or other, abeut 300 pound a year. 
Now neighbour Priest-Ridden, I am bold to assert, that the Al- 
mighty never called these men by His Holy Spirit, thus to live in 
luxurious idleness,—robbing their fellow creatures. 

** Some radical Methodist, whose attention had been directed to 
this subject, made application at the Conference, some time ago, 
for an account of the monies possessed by the preachers; but their 
Reverences indignantly refused to satisfy the simpletons, from 
whom they have cajoled such immense wealth, on the subject; 
they would not give an account of it,—this would have been to ex- 
pose their trade. Silk Stockings, and three-cornered hats, when 
contrasted with the misery, and rags, of many of their penny a 
week paying flock, would open the eyes of any but the stupid and 
wilfully blind ; but to tell the penny payers, that besides silk stock- 
ings and cocked hats, that they were ‘ Lords of the Funds,’ to tell 
the tens of thousands of pounds, accumulated, from their pence, 
which they had invested in the Government Funds, to enable Mi- 
nisters to carry on war, to pay hired spies and informers, to sub- 
orn Italian perjuries, &c. was too much, with all their impudence, 
to risk ; at any rate, if it cannot be ascertained how much they have 
m the 3 per cents, and what amount they share, every quarter, when 
the dividends are paid at the Bank of England; a knowledge, 
pretty nearly, of how much they receive from other quarters, will, 
in some degree, explain some very extraordinary doctrines, not 
quite compatible with the precepts of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
which has been obtaining, amongst the Methodist parsons, parti- 
cularly since the year 1812. 

_ ** Since your parsons hive become ‘ Lords of the Funds,’ like 
other great men, they are become very tenacious, and I believe; 
will not now, admit any one into Holy Orders (that is, into a pat 
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‘ticipation in the 3 per cents,) but men of respectable connexions ; 
and they have agreed, that all the eldest sons of preachers, shall, 
as they become of proper age, be admitted to the priesthood ; 
thus securing, and limiting, their property, in chapels, houses, 3 
per cents, &c. amongst the present proprietors ; they have ac- 
tually made the priesthood an oh gma | office, and the inspiration 
of the Holy Ghost, is to descend from father to son, as the mantle 
of Elijah, descencied upon Elisha. 

“1 see nothing in the New Testament, that obliges me to have 
the assistance of any priest whatever, to live the life of a good 
Christian, or to pay acceptable adoration to the Almighty : priest- 
hood is the most anti-christian establishment that ever was formed 
in the world, wealth and tyrannical power are its objects, than 
which, nothing can be more opposed, both to the practice and 
precepts of Christ. Can it be necessary to the inculcating of the 
precepts of the Gospel, that swarms of men should abandon all 
secular employments, and, like drone bees, live upon the fruits of 
the industry of the community? Would the truths of Revelation, 
be of less importance, or have less influence, on society, if pro- 
mulgated from the pulpit, by a merchant, or manufacturer, a fag- 
mer, a tradesman, ora mechanic? Would truth be less convifl- 
cing, or more difficult of attainment, if sought after by honest men, 
who obtain an independent livelihood by some honourable pursuit, 
in a profession, in commerce, or agriculture, than when confined 
to a class of men who become priests fora livelihood? Would the 
great mass of mankind think more lightly of Christianity, if it 
were taught by men of character, ‘without money, and without 
price,’ by men who practised what they preached, than by men 
who are paid for preaching? As to this Missionary hoax— 

‘* Mr. Priest-Ridden [replies] Hoax! Missionary hoax! I do not 
understand you. Surely you do not mean to say, that to propagate 
Christianity amongst the heathen, to evangelize the pagan, to bring 
the savage, and the barbarian, from darkness, into Gospel light, is 
a hoax ; this is too much. 

*¢ §. Why what else can you call it but a hoax, a plan for rais- 
ing money, for the Peper of supporting a greater number of 
parsons, an opening of a foreign market for the exportation of re- 
dundant hands. Evangelize the heathen! what has the evangeli- 
cal labours of money-hunting parsons done for our own country ¢ 
In our lives, in our actions, in our dealings with each other, are we 
more honest, sober, chaste, or humane, than the men whom you 
call pagans and heathens? Bring one of these unsophisticated 
children of nature, from the plains of Hindoostan, and let him 
walk through the streets of this town of Manchester, let him see 
the crowds of drunkards, and prostitutes, which every where infest 
them ;—shew him a Christian prison, the New Bailey here for in- 
stance—and tell him, that this tremendous monument, of the effi- 
cacy, of the evangelical labours, of consols purchasing-parsons, 1S 
absolutely necessary, to confine thieves, house-breakers, pick- 
pockets, and all descriptions of depraved characters. Recount to 
him the number of those who _ suffer the capital punish- 
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ment of Heath, Onder our penal code.—Tell him, that numbers 
have paid the forfeit of their lives, by the infernal agency of hired 
spies, employed and paid by Christian rulers! / Shew him, and 
tell him these things, and his soul would sink within him! Instead 
of a Christian ye, he would fancy himself in the midst of the 
Christian’s Hell; and that Christian priests, were themselves their 
own fabled devils. Instead of embracing Christianity, he would 
shrink with horror from the name of Christian! Let him ear the 
mild and benevolent precepts of the gospel, and see the Chris- 
tian’s practice, and he would denounce your Missionaries, as the 
vilest cheats and impostors, and hasten to expel them from his 
comparatively happy, and peaceable home. 

‘* P—R. But you don’t mean to attribute these evils, either to 
preachers, or to the Christian religion: were Christianity more 
generally practised, these evils would not exist. 

‘* §. No; I donot attribute them to Christianity, the Gospel 
code of morals is a good one, and it is revered by all good men ; 
but the fact of such depravity as I have noticed, being in exist- 
ence, and even increasing with a rapidity far surpassing even the 
monstrous increase of chapels, and of parsons, is a strong confir- 
matory proof of the truth of my assertions respecting them.— 
When too, these parsons are in possession of immense property, 
and revenues, and, are themselves interested in the system of op- 
pression, inasmuch as ey are large proprietors of funds, the in- 
terest of which is wrung from the people ;—the parsons, by such 
conduct, become just objects of detestation to the people ; and, 
as the millions are seldom either capable, or inclined to draw nice 
distinctions, true religion is violated and slighted, because of the 
shameful conduct of parsons.—Hence the increase of depravity, 
the multiplication of jails and prisons. 

** Priestcraft is the source of all the moral and political evil 
which exists in the world ; it is the iron chain by which mankind 
are held in worse than Egyptian bondage. The end hnks of this 
adamantine chain of priestcraft, «hich holds in fetters the minds 
of men ; has been laid hold on by despotism, to the enslaving of 
the greater portion of the humanrace. The priests manage the 
people, and tyrannical rulers manage priests. Priests, in all ages, 
have been the most convenient and powerful engines of oppres- 
sion, in the hands of tyrants. Since the year 1812, the Methodist 
parsons have become a very useful engine in our present corrupt 
system : from the time of the first formation of the sect by Wes- 
ley, to the year 1812, the members of your body, but your par- 
sons in particular, were most cordially hated, and openly oppressed 
and insulted, by the ‘establishment according to law ;’ at least as 
far as prudence would admit of it: they hated you as ill as your 
parsons hate reason and common sense now; but from prudential 
motives, they are obliged to keep quiet. 

** The ‘ establishment,’ jealous of a new sect who soon rivalled 
them, as well in numbers, as also in the acquisition of an im, 
mense property in chapels, and in parsonage-houses ; with an enor_ 

mous revenue arising from rents class monies, collections, and 
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other exactions, over which they had no controul; and, writhing 
with vexation, to see so much money going by them which they 
would gladly have had into their own coffers, they began to think 
it time to try, if not to put you down, at least to crop your wings ; 
and after much deliberation, they hit upon the projected expedi- 

ent of preventing the itinerancy of your parsons, well knowing 
that, to this they owe their popularity. Many of your parsons 
getting very thread-bare in the course even of twelve months, they 
thought, that by preventing you from a guick change of actors and 
performances, your numbers would diminish as fast as they had in- 
creased. A Bill was therefore prepared, to make your clergy sta- 
tionary ; which Bill was entrusted to the pious lord Sidmouth, to 
introduce into parliament, and get it passed, into a law. Your par- 
sons who knew that this Bill, if passed, would be a death-blow to 
their craft, were resolved to oppose it at all risks : the heinousness 
of preventing the rights of conscience, were anathematised from 
the pulpits ; the Toleration Act was about to be set aside! The 
burnings and roastings in Smithfield were about to be renewed ! 
Nay, even Popery was going to be re-established, and this attack 
upon the Methodists was preparatory to it! These, and other in- 
flammatory doctrines were thundered from the pulpits, in all the 
frantic energy of desperation, and so wrought upon the Methodist 
body, that it is probable their enthusiasm was so great, that had 
the measure been persevered in, a tremendous explosion would 
have taken place in the State; vestry meetings were summoned in 
all directions, and petitions got up by cart loads, to present against 
the third reading of the Bill ; in short, such a ferment was raised, 
that Ministers were obliged to interpose to allay it, by withdrawing 
the Bill: thus not daring to allow the ‘ establishment’ to vent their 
spite against you ; and allow your parsons the quiet possession of 
their chapels and your pence. Ministers discovered that your dis- 
contents, added to those of the Parliamentary Reformers, would 
annihilate theit old rotten and corrupt system, and bury thewup- 
der its dust and rubbish, they were therefore obliged to. olen, 
and by forming a treaty with your parsons, add oo, aa pre ‘ 5 
their old crazy and tottering edifice. Yor"Parsons were Rh di 

ately treated with respect, from the siine motive which actu athe 


were . 


the American Indians té WGrsucPthe Devil ; namely, from fear; 
for which condescension your parsons preached that the powers 
that be are from God ; (though but a short time before they were 
about sending them to the Devil.) Shortly after Lord Sidmouth be- 
came an attendant at the Methodist Chapel, in Hinde-Street, Man- 
chester-Square : your leading Preacher was made L. L. D.; and I 
am told, appointed Translator of Languages, to the Honourable the 
House of Commons, with a salary; and your preachers were pre- 

sented with the Regium Donum, or Royal Donation. Your parsons 

could do no less than lend their new friends the surplus cash, which 

they had cajoled out of their simple flocks ;—they made an invest- 

ment in the 3 per cent. consgls, and fairly embarked in and embo- 

died themselves with the system; and to do them justice, they 

support their new friends to the utmost of their power.” 
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The writer proceeds to state, ina note, that ‘‘ at the Confer. 
ence, held in Leeds, in July, 1812, after the abandonment of Sid. 
mouth’s Bill, andthe passing of ‘ an Act to repeal certain Acts, 
and amend other Acts, relating to religious worship and assem- 
blies,’ the parsons published an Address to the Members of the 
Methodist Societies, as remarkable for its fulsome time-serving sys 
cophancy, as their previous conduct had been for its furious, in- 
flammatory, and turbulent character. In this Address they say— 
‘In contemplating this measure, we gannot but adore the goodness 
of God ; but while-we give the sole glory to God, we cannot but 
feei a debt of gratitude due to those, through whom such benefits 
have been dispensed ; and we therefore, most heartily concur in 
the sentiments which have been expressed by the general Com- 
mittee of Privileges, relative to his Majesty’s Ministers, and to 
those other exalted persons of both Houses of Parliament, whose 
liberality, and eniightened policy, have been so greatly manifested 
upon this important occasion. To them we doubt not you will feel 
the same gratitude, and we trust you will join with us in ardent 
prayers for the welfare of those distinguished characters, and their 
families / and ior that Government, by whose conciL1aTING con- 
currence and active exertions, this great measure has been pro- 
duced. But this event calls for more THAN eRaTITUDE!! It 
strengthens our Motive for opEpIeNcE ; and it should increase our 
alacrity in the path of duty. The well-known loyulty of our socie- 
ties—their dutiful attachinent totheir king and country,’ &c. XC. 
‘ are certamly to be reckoned amongst the secondary causes which 
have produced such a favourable result. Let we then walk by the 
same rule; let us mund the same thing; let our advantages be im- 
proved in the cultivation of those Joyal, nuMBLE, and pious disposi- 
tions, which inspire conrineNce in our principles —We proclainy 
(qudly and earnestly, ‘Fear the Lord and the King, and meddle not 
with them that are given to change /’ avoid them, come not near 
‘“o-. Say of them—‘ O my soul come not thou into their se-, 

onve-«s- their assembly, mine honour be not thou united ’“— 
cn. m ‘eof Priestcraft! See the Methodist Parson before 
Here 83 ee of S.dmouth’s Bill, and hear him afterwards !—~ 


‘ t " 
va this pictute, and qn that.” ‘Oh! impudence, thy name 


is Priest-Craft.’ ” 
= + oe 

iter in favour of Missions, in the London Eclectic Review, 
ener remark ‘* which” says he, “ we have sometimes heard 
fall from pious and intelligent men ; it is in substance this :—That 
there is some reason to fear lest the machinery for extending Christ» 
tianity should, in our own country, swallow up Christianity itself. 
There is such a thing as spiritually running all away into zeal. Per- 
sonal religion has too frequently, in the case of individuals, suffer- 
ed from a disproportionate and too exolusive attention to public 
objects. The glare, and bustle, and excitation attendant a 
even religious doings, are confessedly unfriendly to the health o 
the'mind. It is not the least prejudicial effect of such engage- 
ments, that they are apt to engender a soothing self-complacency. 
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which may not be warranted by the degree of the individual’s re- 


ligious attainments,” &c. &c. 


In reply to this remark the writer observes: ‘* We wish to 
place this danger in the strongest light, because we think it is not 
a chimerical alarm: and the denying it to have a real existence, 
would but increase it.—It suggests an important and timely cau- 
tion to Christians, both in their personal and their social capacity, 
not to mistake the progress of Christianity abroad, or the means 
of its propagation, for the prosperity of true religion at home.— 
At home, the tone of spirituality may suffer among the members 
of the Christian community, and even the moral purity of her 
churches be dimmed and stained, and the fire of true devotion de- 
cay on her altars, owing to the neglect of what is requisite to main- 
tain in vigour the interna! prin< ms 8 of religion. The amalgamation 
of the Church and the world, those externally distinct parties, has 
already proceeded to an extent from which religion cannot but 
suffer in some respect, whatever she may have gained in others.” 


_ This last remark is as true as it is justly expressed, and we hope 

it will have a tendency to open the eyes of some who judge so 

very favourably of the state of religion, by reason of the vast num- 

bers of all ranks who patronize it and contribute to its propagation. 
ie Mission at the Sandwich Islands. 

_ Our Missionaries at the Sandwich Islands it seems already begin to covet 
gifts and donations from the natives: and if they have made promises to the 
Missionaries, or gave them to expect benefactions, and they are not forth- 
with coming, they make application for them. The natives are exceed- 
ingly friendly to the Missionaries, and are very ready to promise and to 
grant them many favors + but for them to press thetr applications for what 
they in their penerey and liberatity had encouraged them to expect, is 
highly imprudent, and hazards the very existence of the Mission, more 
perhaps than they are aware. At the Society Islands, where king Pomare 
becarne so zealous for the Missionaries, aud such a number of Missionary 
Societies have been formed, they can press their demands for favors with- 
out any such danger. The following is selected from the Boston Recorder 
when spesking of the Missionaries at the Sandwich Islands : 

‘¢ Application was made to the royal family for some land, cows, oxen, 
&e. which they had encouraged the Missionaries to expect from them. 
The application was favourably received, and a grant made, A violent 
opposition, however, was made the next day to the grant from some 
quarter, and the Missionaries thought best at once to relinquish it,—and 
endeavour to secure for their use, some of the wild cattle, which are nu- 
merous on the Island, and which they had full liberty to take.” 

Any further remarks on this subject, to show the impropriety of such 
an application, are deemed unnecessary ; we will however here state, as 
an evidence of the pride or extravagance of these Missionaries, that the 
first house of worship erected at the Islands, and which has been lately 
dedicated, is furnished with a dell. The Missionaries also tell us, that 
“‘ young Tamahamaha has been violently 0 to the Mission, but 
lately has made the Missionaries a number of small presents, indicating 
some change in his mind.” The natives had renounced idolatry and de- 
pe idols of their own accord, before any Missionaries tanded 
on shores $ hence the way was paved for their favourable reception ¢ 
snd we chould not be surprised » if long the Missionaries get the na- 
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tives formed into Missionary Societies as at the Society Islands, and have 
the produce in those parts sent to Boston, or some of our seaports, to 
be disposed of to augment the Missionary fund. There is toc much mo- 
ney connected with all modern Missionary proceedings, together with 
pomp and pride, to encourage a belief in any one who reads the NewTesta- 
ment with candor, that the Missionaries of the pe day and the Apos- 
tles and first promulgators of the Gospel are of the same spirit, and pro- 
moting the same cause. We speak it in sincerity, and with the fullest 
conviction that such is the fact. To be opposed to any thing that would 
promote the real cause of Christianity, or the welfare of men, has ever 
been as far from our intentions, as to rob on the high way. But to dis- 
guise our sentiments or act hypocritically for the sake of having the favour 
of this world, or to escape the censure of men, Would be inconsistent with 
every principle enjoined by the Gospel. 





Mission to the Sandwich Islands—aguin. A Missionary reinforcemen: 
consisting of about 20 persons, men and women, destined to the Sandwich 
Islands, was to set sail from New-Haven, Conn. on the 19th of November. 
A vessel had been chartered for the purpose of cenveying this new re- 
eruit, and the Missionaries were to repair thither, and embark on board. 
The following is copied from the Vew-England Galaxy of Nov. 15th. 


** A Contrast. A Mission Family is about to sail from New-Haven to 
the Sandwieh Islands. One of the papers of that city, states that man 
articles will be wanted for the comfort of the family, and. annexes the fol- 
lowing list of such as will be most necessary. 


‘Butter, Cheese, Hams, Smoked Beef, Dried Apples, Lard, Potatoes, 
and other vegetables. Apples and Cyder, Codfish, Sagar and Molasses. 
Tea and Coffee, Bedding, Cotton and linen clothing, Hats and Shoes, use- 
ful Beoks. Small articles of hardware that are used in the family, in the 


shop and in the field. Tin ware, Peas, Beans, Eggs, Garden Seeds and 
Money.’ 


“ Though last not least, MONEY! Missionaries of old were sent out, 
with positive orders to ‘provide neither gold, nor silver, nor brass in 
their purses; nor scrip for their journey; neither two coats, neither 
shoes, nor yet staves.” Would the humble and sincere fishermen of Gal- 
lilee, who were thus sent to preach the gospel, and cammanded to ‘eat 
and drink such things’ as should be given them, acknowledge as their 
successors these pampered missionaries, these holy beggars, who cannot 
start upon their evangelical journey till they are supplied with all the 
luxuries of the country ?” 


Extract of a letter from Geauga County, Ohio, duied Nov. 12, 1822. 

**A large ‘ Missionary Family,’ as they call it, from Pittsburgh, has 
lately embarked at Painsville in this county, for Fort Meigs ou the Mau- 
mee River. These Pilgrims have gone well blessed in the means of good 
living. ‘They are about thirty in all.” 





Extract of a letter from an aged Minister in New-Jerecy. 


‘1 believe the Reformer has had a beneficial effect upon many well 
disposed minds, and assisted) them in detecting the counterfeit religion of 
the present day, a day wherein iniquity abounds and the love of many has 
waxen cold. Certain I »m that a short Sermon of our Lord and Saviour, 
if faithfully obeyed, his grace assisting, would do more in effecting a rene- 
vation of the heart, than all the sermons preached by the wise and | 
Orators of this werld, viz. ‘/f any man will come after me, let him deny 
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Rimself, and take up his cross and follow me? Matt. xvi. 24 
the terms of discipleship, which the wayfaring man, though Baty 
worldly wisdom, may accept and practise. There is no need of Latt 
Greek or Hebrew, for the disciples of a crucified Saviour.” , 

g Priests in Spain. 

Accounts from Spain state, that bands of insurgents, headed by pri 
and friars, commit the most horrid barbarities whenever they f as 
the Constitutionalists into their power. A /riar with a party of two hun- 
dred and upwards, bad taken nine militiamen and four regufars prisoners. 
They began their work of savage cruelty by putting out one eye, and ta- 
king off one josnt of each finger of their prisoners—afier whieh they cut 
out the tongue, and concluded by beating out their brains with their mus- 
kets. These enormities were of course perpetrated by the directions of 
the hofy leader of these Apostolic troops. T “ factious had taken all the 
smugglers, and released ail the convicts they could to reinforce the army 
of the fuith, ‘They obtain supplies from their Convents. Captain Alvey, 
a citizen of the United States, says, that at Bayonne [France | there were 
no less than three Archbisheps, each accompanied by a suit of friars and 
secretaries, publicly buying arms and ammunition, seducing every person 
that will listen to them to join the ramks of the Army of the Fath, and 
sending them off by sea to Spain. 





Mr. George B. English, whose eccentric conduct has attracted so much 
attention, changing his religious creed from Calvinism to Armenianism, 
trom Armenianism to Unitarianism, from that to Judaism, and that again 
to Mahomedanism, has returned to Boston, his native place, in good 
health, after an absence of nearly ten years. A volume of his travels on 
the Nile, has recently been published in London, and from the uncommon 
incidents with which his adventures have been replete, it cannot but 
prove very interesting. [ Union. 

The Baptists in England are making exertions to aid the infant Semi- 
nary of their denomination at Washington. The kind assistance rende-- 
ed to Mr. Ward in the United States, is urged on British Christians, as a 
motive to the reciprocation of kindness in this instance. Probably the 
application will be followed with happy success.  §[ Boston Recorder. 





Rangoon Mission—Mr. Judson, under date of Feb. 6, writes to Dr. 
Baldwin, “that since the persecution of Moung-sha-gong, the most distin- 
guished disciple, religious inquiry is at an end.” Mr. Price and Mr. Hough 
are now both with him. [ Boston Recorder, 


PLAIN TRUTH, 

We are pleased to find that “ Plain Truth,” printed at Canandaigua, (N. Y.) is 
making its way successfully against its mumerous foes and opposers. Its price 
(one dollar a year,) and the independent stand which it has taken, has already 
given it an extensive circulation, Want of room prevents us from copying seve~ 
ral interesting articles from the late numbers, It would be well for those who 
wish to hear both sides of the question, respecting missionary and other works of 
the day, to subscribe to this publication. Such as are inclined to do so, by leav- 
ine their names with the Agent for the Reformer, shall have them forwarded, | 

Free inquiry having commenced—many who see their schemes exposed, begin 
to feel the want of Blue Laws to put a stop toit. When neither reason, argument, 
nor Scripture testimony can be adduced in support of corrupt practices and impo- 
sitions, recoutse, if practicable, will ever be to human Jaws and penalties 

The receipts into the treasury of the American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions, during the year ending August 31, 1822, amounted to about 
sixty-one thousang dqars, of whjch more than 59,000 dollars were donations, 
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SUPERSTITIOUS CEREMONY, 
We have lately received a copy of a letter, from which it appears, that some 


‘time since the corner-stone of a Meeting-house was laid at Poughkeepsie, N. Y, 


with the usual nonsensical, or superstitious ceremony. Never having been pre- 
sent on such an occasion, we are unable to give an exact outline of what then 
takes place, but it seems, in this case, that the clergyman who expected to occu- 

the place for the sale of his sermons, aceenraenee by others of a like calling, 
Pheeled before a stone, with a hammer in his hand, made what is callec a pray- 
er, and informed the One he addressed, and the spectators, that this stone way to 
be the corner of the house of God; «n.d smote it withthe hammer, What possi- 
bie benefit can arise from sucha ridiculous, not to say profane performance, we 
are at aloss toconjecture. Where is any warrant to be found in the New Testa- 
ment, for such a farcical exhibition? It would appear, indeed, instead of bring - 
ing the heathen to christianity, we are becoming heathens ourselves. How would 
the Apostles have looked, ergaged about such a piece of work! We were sur- 
prised to learn, that the Moravians in this city, not long since, in laying the cor- 
ner stone of a new meeting-house, had a display of much the same kind of pro- 
ceeding. ‘The Church of Rome takes the lead in such heathenish rites and cere- 
monies, while most of the other sects follow on in her track, and imitate her ex- 
ample, as if she were a model ior them all. 


The Repository seems very much in the spirit of making war upon us, in some 
shape or other. The following is copied from a late number : 

«* We understand that about 100,000 dollars is at stake for the races running this 
week at Washington!!! If this statement be correct, nearly 150,000 doliars 
will be expended on those days devcted to dissipation, vice and folly. Will the 
Reformer,so much alarmed at the expense of missionary establishments, take any 
notice of this worse than waste of money.” 

We inform the Fditor, that we are not less opposed to horse-racing, than him- 
self ; and the existence of such practices, at the seat of one of our Theological 
Seminaries, shows the little effect the numerous Clergy and Religious Institutions 
in this country, have upon the population. We fear, indeed, they will only fill their 
own coffers, while the people perish by wholesale around them. But to be candid, 
we do not look upon horce-racing as the most dangerous evil in our land. The 
grand adversary of man’s salvation, never so effectually ensnares the soul and ac- 
complishes its ruin, as when he transforms himself into an angel of light, and de- 
ludes people into a belief that they are serving God, when they are only serving 
themselves, and gratifying the pride and vanity of their own hearts. No one hav- 
ing any just claim tothe christian name, will attempt to defend the practice of 
horse-racing ; hence, to take up the pen in order to show that horse-racing is not 
consistent with the christian character, would be but a needless waste of time and 
paper. Matters of greater importance demand our attention, It is our princi 
concern, and we believe also our duty, to point out those evils which are so dis- 
guised, that they are seen only by a few—and witness against such abuses as 
thousands justify, andscarcely any venture to expnse, 

A long essay attempting to prove that horse-racing is not agreeable to the pre- 
cepts of the New Testament, would be a work of mere supererogation, and be 
about as ill-timed and injudicious, as an advertisement a few days since, in a Bos- 
ton paper, announcing that Mr. James Brewer, No. 85, Market-street, having, in 
the hurry of business, in a money transaction, been overpaid, he returned the mo- 
ney. The public notoriety given to this circumstance, would make it appear a ve- 
ry remarkable one, and as if every man in Boston was supposed to be a rogue, and 


would have kept the money. How very wise the Editor must have been, to give 
an insertion to such an article. 


Two Monks from the Monasteries of St. Bernard and St. Gothard, [Switzer- 
land] are in the East Indies, collecting donations, and have been well received. If 
they are not what they pretend to be, their impositions on the charitable are to 
be greatly lamented, as well as their meeting with success instead of punishment. 


(English Paper. 


It is stated in a Paris paper, that among the propositions to be submitted to the 
approaching Congress of sovereigns at Verona, one is, “ to agree to repressive and 
general measures with respect to the Press,”’ 


— | 
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